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a width of sixty miles near the Canadian
boundary. The western edge of the valley
rises gradually into rolling prairie, which
reaches its greatest elevation in a height of
land extending diagonally across the state
from the northwest corner, and known as the
Plateau du Coteau du Missouri. This plateau
divides the state into two nearly equal por-
tions. On its south and west, the surface
slopes directly, and in sections quite rapidly,
to the Missouri River. That portion of the
state west of the plateau is more rolling and
broken, in the southeastern part becoming
quite abrupt, though it contains no high
peaks. The highest land is Black Butte 3,463
feet high. Sentinel Butte, 2,711 feet high, is
near the western boundary.
The portion of the state belonging to the
valley of the Red River is drained through
this stream ultimately into Hudson Bay. The
principal tributaries of the Red River from
Dakota are the Sheyenne, which flows south-
erly, then northeasterly and enters the main
stream north of Fargo, and the Pembina,
wbich rises in Manitoba and enters the Red
River a little south of the Canadian boun-
dary. The greater part of the state is drained
by the Missouri, although this stream receives
no important tributaries from the east. The
Yellowstone joins it just after both rivers
cross the western boundary, and the other
chief tributaries, proceeding southward, are
the Little Missouri, the Knife, the Heart and
the Cannon Ball. A portion of the north
central, between Turtle Mountains and the
plateau, is drained by the Souris, or Mouse,
which enters the state from the Province of
Saskatchewan and, after doubling on its
course, flows into Manitoba and unites with
the Assiniboine. The state contains few
lakes. The most important of these is Devils
Lake, northeast of the center. This is a large
body of brackish water, surrounded by trees
and noted as a summer resort.
Climate. The winters are somewhat se-
vere, but the dryness of the atmosphere
renders the sensible temperature no lower
than in latitudes farther south. The snowfall
is light, but storms (blizzards) from the
northwest occur several times during the sea-
son. Summer follows winter in quick succes-
sion, and is characterized by warm, pleasant
days and cool nights. The mean annual tem-
perature is 39.4°. The mean annual rainfall
varies in different localities. At Fargo it is
27JL7 inches; at Pembina, 21,91, The east-
 ern half of the state has sufficient rainfall
for agriculture by ordinary methods, and in
the western part, dry farming is successful.
Mineral Resources. Clays from which ex-
cellent brick and pottery are made abound in
various localities; building stone is found
in many districts in the west and southern
portion of the state. The region west of
the Missouri is underlaid with extensive
deposits of lignite coal of good quality;
more than 1,000,000 tons are produced each
year. Deposits of sodium sulphate are being
developed in the northwestern part of the
state. Deposits of bentonite are being worked
near Belfield.
Agriculture. The soil in the eastern half
of the state is unusually fertile and of great
depth, especially in the valley of the Red
River. The climate is particularly suited to
the raising of spring wheat, and North Da-
kota has long been known as the leading
state in the production of the variety known
as Number 1 Hard, which is the best for the
manufacture of flour; it constitutes 65 per
cent of the wheat crop. The oats yield is
about 39,000,000 bushels annually, and bar-
ley, 40,000,000 bushels. Clover is grown in
the eastern part of the state. Over 18,000,-
000 acres of land is under cultivation; 12,-
000,000 acres await exploitation for agricul-
ture.
The central and western parts are given
to general farming and stock raising. The
rainfall in the western part is scant, but this
region is well adapted to grazing, and large
numbers of cattle, horses and sheep are
raised. North Dakota has at times led all
of the states in the production of wheat, rye,
fiaxseed, barley, sweet clover seed and sweet
clover hay. Average production of honey
per hive in the nation has been 46.5 pounds,
when the average for North Dakota was 148.6
pounds per hive. Potatoes grow in fields of
from 40 to 160 acres with an annual yield of
nearly 10,000,000 bushels. The average size
of the 78,000 farms is 496 acres.
Manufactures. More than 374 establish-
ments yield products valued at over $55,000',-
000 yearly. Grist-mill products lead. Con-
siderable quantities of butter and cheese are
made. Brick is manufactured in many local-
ities; marketable clays are an extensive re-
source with an increasing market.
Transportation. The Missouri River is
navigable for river boats throughout its en-
tire course in North Dakota. The Great

